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SELLING REAL ESTATE since 1993

CALL ME to find out what Your Home
Would SELL for in Today’s Market

"Proud Supporter of
Children’s Miracle Network.”

604.341.8969 www.michaeljogia.com

REMAX SELECT 5487 West Boulevard, Vancouver
2 PROPERTIES office: 604.737.8865 fax: 604.737.8512

INSYNC

Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Clinic
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Two Locations to Serve You!
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State of the art technology
in experienced hands
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Suite 106-2025 West Broadway

604.731.5512
www.arbutuslaser.com

BEST OF VANCOUVER

Designer shares local faves

INDUSTRY INSIDERS

You may not know Karin Bohn

by name, but if you've dined at
the infinitely Instagrammable Anh
and Chi, hopped on a bike at North
Vancouver’s locker-room-chic Spin
Society, or grabbed a smoothie
to go from the industrial, green-
filled Melu Juice Bar, you definitely
know her work.

Owner and creative director of local
firm House of Bohn—and soon-to-be
speaker at this year’s IDS Vancouver—
the interior designer has over a decade
of experience in the realm of great
spaces under her belt. Spearheading
both residential and commercial
projects, she’s known for her “mod-
ern eclectic” designs that blend the
contemporary with the retro and the
bold and unexpected, all while stay-
ing true to a structure and its sur-
rounding area’s roots.

In other words, Bohn—who’s also
quite the fashionista and online fig-
ure in her own right—knows how to
make a room pop. “I try to take as
much inspiration as possible from
different cultures and time periods,”
she tells the Straight by phone.

Here, Bohn shares some of her fa-
vourite designers and design-centric
places in the city, including the best
Ikea alternative, her picks for Van-
couver’s most visually stunning res-
taurant space, and where she goes to
find inspiration for her own work.

BEST LOCAL FURNITURE
DESIGNER

Kate Duncan

“Her stuff is really beautiful, really
West Coast, and very Vancouver.”

Brent Comber

“He’s very creative when it comes
to his woodworks and very artistic,
which I love.”

BEST INDEPENDENT DESIGN
SHOP

Once a Tree Furniture

750 Southwest Marine Drive

“They have a really good mix of mod-
ern pieces with West Coast flair and
lots of different venders. You can find
everything from lighting to bed-
frames to chairs.”

BEST LOCAL LIGHTING DESIGNER
Matthew McCormick

“His designs are very minimal, but
it’s got a little bit more of an indus-
trial edge.”

BEST

KITCHENWARE STORE
1. Ming Wo Cookware
Various locations
2. Gourmet Warehouse
1340 East Hastings Street
3. Cook Culture
Various locations

CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE
STORE
1. INspiration Furniture
1275 West 6th Avenue
2. Briers Home Furnishings
2025 West 4th Avenue
3. west elm
2947 Granville Street

FURNITURE STORE
(INDEPENDENIT)
1. Moe’s
Various locations
2. Inform Interiors
50 Water Street
3. Pallucci Furniture
Various locations

SPECIALITY FURNITURE
STORE
1. Montauk Sofa Vancouver
228 Abbott Street
2. Inform Interiors
Various locations
3. The Cross Decor & Design
1198 Homer Street

Karin Bohn is the creative mind behind the look of various restaurants,
juiceries, spin studios, and other spaces in the city. Kristin Korch photo.

BEST ON-A-BUDGET HOME-AND-
FURNISHINGS STORE BESIDES
IKEA

Moe’s Home Collection

Various locations

“Youre guaranteed to walk through
Moe’s and find something.”

Fliiff Design and Decor

1121 William Street

“Fluff is really good for condos and
smaller spaces. They actually do a lot
of staging, but they sell a lot of their
furniture. So if you need some cute
modern chairs for cheap—and not
from Tkea—Fliift is a good place to go.”

BEST LOCAL INTERIOR DESIGNER
OTHER THAN YOU

Patricia Gray, owner of Patricia
Gray Inc.

“She does very beautiful residential
spaces—very clean and luxurious,
but also very contemporary and West
Coast. She really focuses on quality
and that translates well in her work.”

Craig Stanghetta, founder and
principal at Ste Marie Art + Design
“His hospitality work is pretty amaz-
ing. He has a really diverse portfolio,
and he’s really great at styling.”

BEST UNEXPECTED SPOT FOR
DECOR

giovane cafe + eatery + market
1038 Canada Place

“They rotate their products a lot, so

LIFESTYLE

LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT
STORE
1. Home Hardware
Various locations
2. Windsor Plywood
Various locations
3. Kerrisdale Lumber
6191 West Boulevard

ANTIQUE/REPRODUCTION
FURNITURE STORE
1. Attic Treasures and Mid
Century Modern
944 Commercial Drive
2. Antique Market
1324 Franklin Street
3. TWR Interiors Vancouver
2116 Main Street

VINTAGE/RETRO FURNITURE
STORE
1. Attic Treasures and Mid
Century Modern
944 Commercial Drive
2. ReFind
4609 Main Street
3. Gild & Co.
4415 West 10th Avenue
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they do have cool things to buy that
you don’t really think of right away.
They’ll do everything from candles
to barware to...summer floaties, cool
ice-cube trays, and recipe books. I've
actually bought stuff there before be-
cause I had coffee and thought, ‘Oh,
I'll just meander around here.””

BEST LOCAL ARCHITECT

Gair Williamson, principal at Gair
Williamson Architects

“He’s done a ton of buildings around
town, and he’s just got a really cool,
authentic West Coast aesthetic. He
doesn’tlike to overly dress his spaces,
and he’s very good at keeping the in-
tegrity of a space.”

BEST ANTIQUE SHOPPING

Scott Landon Antiques

105-2567 192 Street, Surrey

“He has a ton of cool stuff—every-
thing from vintage lights to old
doors to old furniture pieces, quirky
signs, and dishware. And even ran-
dom décor objects.”

BEST RESTAURANT DESIGN
Nightingale

1017 West Hastings Street

“I love how it has a light and airy feel,
butit’s dark and cozy at the same time.”

Kissa Tanto

263 East Pender Street

“It has a really retro vibe and it’s de-
liberately not symmetrical. Ilove how
there are two lights on one wall, three
lights on another wall; things are
kind of off-centre a little bit. It almost
looks as if there wasn’t a designer who
did it, but it was totally designed.”

Mott 32

1161 West Georgia Street

“It’s a very layered space. As soon as
you walk in, you can tell that it’s Chi-
nese [cuisine], but it’s not kitschy.”

BEST PLACE FOR INTERIOR-
DESIGN INSPO

“Vancouver is so awesome because
there are so many outdoor spaces. For
me, I love anything that’s along the
ocean; I love the trails in Lynn Valley.
I just love Vancouver’s scenery—get-
ting outside is really inspiring.”

BEST RETAIL OR BOUTIQUE
DESIGN

Saje Wellness

Various locations

“The stores obviously smell amazing
as soon as you walk into them, and
then there’s the design and the lay-
out. They’re just really thought-out
and well-put-together shops.”

BEST UNDERRATED DESIGN
STORE
Country Furniture
3097 Granville Street
“I was in there the other day and I
thought, I don’t usually shop here
because of the name.” But they ac-
tually have really, really cool stuff.”
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